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third is concerned with the theology determined by modern (especially 
monistic) philosophy; the fourth, with the theology allied again to the 
ecclesiastical faith. The last chapter reviews the most recent move- 
ments in the region of theology, criticising severely the Ritschlians. 

Not the least important part of the book is Professor Seeberg's lec- 
ture (added in this edition) on " Die Theologie Frank's in ihren 
Grundziigen." 

These lectures — for such they originally were — are brilliant and 
popular in style, suggestive for substance ; but, inasmuch as all is 
judged from the Frankian point of view, lack much in scientific 
impartiality and objectivity. 

George B. Foster. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Ritschlian Theology : Critical and Constructive. An 
Exposition and an Estimate. By Alfred E. Garvie, M.A. 
(Oxon.) , B.D. (Glasgow) . Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark ; New 
York: Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. 
xxvii + 400. $1, net. 

This book contains the author's recent lectures in Mansfield Col- 
lege, Oxford, but "revised, corrected, expanded, .... improved," 
and now published " in the hope that the wider public of theologica 
readers may accord his labors the same generous recognition as was 
given by the students there." The book is not intended for theologi- 
cal scholars, but for students who do not know German very well ; nor 
is it intended to be an exhaustive" or a systematic account of the 
Ritschlian theology ; rather, attention is concentrated on the few dis- 
tinctive features and dominant factors of this theological movement. 
The book is limited to a study of the works of the recognized leaders 
of the school, Ritschl (mainly), Hermann, Kaftan, and Harnack. 1 As 
far as possible, the writer has allowed Ritschl and his followers to 
speak for themselves, presenting their own conclusions in their own 
way. Garvie characterizes his own spirit as follows : " As the writer is 
convinced that English theological thought can only gain by the hos- 
pitable entertainment of the religious teaching of other lands, and as 
the Ritschlian school has as yet not received a cordial welcome in 
Britain, he has sought to present this subject in as generous and 
sympathetic a spirit as he can," striving at the same time to recognize 

1 It is to be noted that critics do not relate Schultz very closely with this tend- 
ency, on the ground that he is a Schleiermacherite. 
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fully the claims of truth and justice. In this he has succeeded better 
than Professor Orr, 3 who, with even greater pretentions to fairness and 
the absence of prepossession, tests Ritschlianism by the orthodox system 
of thought as fixed and final truth, and of course finds it wanting, or 
else, in points where it agrees with that system, superfluous. While 
Garvie has limited his exposition and estimate to the men named 
above, he is manifestly familiar with the entire Ritschlian literature, as 
well as with the works setting forth a critical study of it, in particu- 
lar that by Ecke, the best German study of the subject, upon which he 
gratefully acknowledges his dependence in many ways. 

Passing now to the contents of the book, it must suffice to indicate 
that Garvie, after describing the historical antecedents and environ- 
ment which gave rise to this theological movement, discusses in suc- 
cessive chapters its exclusion of metaphysics from theology, rejection 
of speculative theism, condemnation of ecclesiastical dogma, antagonism 
to religious mysticism, value-judgments of religion, historical char- 
acter of revelation, regulative use of the idea of the kingdom of God, 
the doctrine of the person and work of Christ, the doctrine of sin and 
salvation, and the doctrine of the church — closing with a critical esti- 
mate "which must be tentative." It seems to me that Garvie achieves 
a good degree of success in pointing out the merits of the Ritschlian 
theology, which are (a) its method: " biblio-spheric," " Christo-centric," 
" pisto-basic ; " (b) its opposition to " speculative rationalism " in 
the doctrines of divine grace, recognition of Christ as the divine 
revelation, admission of the value of the Christian community, 
assertion of the reality of guilt, denial of the necessity of sin, and 
emphasis upon God as self-conscious love ; (c) the opposition to, and 
exposure of, an unhealthy pietism. But Garvie does not, I judge, 
estimate these merits as highly as they deserve, failing sufficiently to 
take into account that Ritschlianism could have no greater merit 
scientifically than to be pioneer in right method, tendency, and prin- 
ciple in theology ; nor religiously than to be represented by men of 
intense and sincere piety, who are making a serious and honest attempt 
to restate the Christian gospel in the intellectual situation of an age 
in whose consciousness orthodoxy as a system of thought can no longer 
find lodgment. Religion is not philosophy, and theoretical persuasion 
of the truth of religious propositions is something other than to live in 
religion. The genuineness of religious experiences is not indicated in 

'Ritschlian Theology and the Evangelical Faith. (See this Journal, Vol. Ill, 
pp. 401, 402.) 
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intensity of feeling either, but in the fidelity with which one fulfils 
his vocation in daily life, and upon this no modern Christians have 
laid so much theoretical stress as the Ritschlians. The merit of Gar- 
vie's book, above other English works, is its recognition of this fact. 
Space may be claimed but to add that his criticisms are in the main 
just, the most important being the Ritschlian lack of recognition of 
the necessity of unity for thought. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Fundamental Ideas of Christianity. By John Caird, 
D.D., LL.D., late Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow. With a Memoir by Edward Caird, D.C.L., 
LL.D., Master of Balliol. New York : The Macmillan 
Co., 1899. 2 vols. Pp. cxli + 232 ; vii + 297. $3.50, net. 

This work has a pathetic interest. For Dr. Caird did not live to 
revise his Gifford Lectures, and he was stricken with what proved to be 
the beginning of his final illness during their delivery. This pathos 
also pervades the memoir (of 133 pages) contributed by the distin- 
guished divine's gifted brother, the Master of Balliol. 

The two courses of lectures (twenty-one in all), delivered before the 
University of Glasgow in the academic years 1892-3 and 1895-6, deal 
with the following subjects : (1) three introductory lectures, on 
" Natural and Revealed Religion," " Faith and Reason," " The Chris- 
tian Idea of God ; " (2) four lectures on " The Relation of God to the 
World;" (3) four lectures on "The Origin and Nature of Evil;" 

(4) a lecture on "The Possibility of Moral Restoration," leading to 

(5) three lectures on "The Idea of the Incarnation," which are supple- 
mented by (6) three on "The Idea of the Atonement;" (7) a lecture 
on "The Kingdom of the Spirit;" (8) two concluding lectures on 
"The Future Life." Even this bare outline makes it evident at once 
that Dr. Caird agreed fundamentally with Hegel — the master from 
whom he derived most — that " dogma is necessary and must be taught 
as valid truth." As we are to have an opportunity of returning to 
these lectures, and the movement which they represent, in the pages of 
this Journal, it may suffice to say now that they illustrate all their 
author's well-known merits at their best. Dr. Caird assimilated and 
restated Hegelian ideas in his own way ; that way receives brilliant 
exemplification here — in its power over the English language, in its 
spiritual fervor, in its conscious effort to retain Christianity as a 



